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ceed on the bench, although his mind, I fear, is not so much
judicial as ministerial. He will be likely to use the place
for political advancement and thereby endanger confid-
ence in the court. He, though selfishly stubborn some-
times, wants moral courage and frankness, is fond of adula-
tion, and with official superiors is a sycophant. I hope the
President may have no occasion to regret his selection.

December 8, Thursday. The Senate have since commence-
ment of the session labored over the question of continu-
ing or displacing Hale from the position of Chairman of
the Naval Committee. He has been, without cause or
reason, a constant and vindictive opponent of the Depart-
ment, at times annoying and almost embarrassing its
action. I have forborne any controversy with him, and,
in my acts and recommendations, have generally been
sustained by Congress and the country. One year ago,
at the commencement of this Congress, it appeared to me
that the Senate owed to itself, not less than the Depart-
ment and the country, the duty of substituting another for
this factious and unworthy man. As they did not do it
then, I scarcely expected they would do it now. He then
appealed to them feelingly, and implored them to help
him because his election was pending. Some of them
thought the lesson had been instructive and would prove
useful, as they assured me, and therefore voted for him.
His conduct disappointed them but did not me.

This year he is not present, but went to Halifax the
week before the session commenced, and from there writes
a beseeching letter, begging to serve out the few weeks that
remain of his Senatorial life on the Naval Committee.
Sumner, who too often permits his personal sympathies
to overrule public duty in matters of this kind, labored
hard, I am told, for Hale. Action was postponed from
day to day to gather strength, but a last attempt to retain
him was made this morning and he received but seven
votes. I have avoided, properly, introducing the subject